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Toronto is perhaps the most popular of Canada’s destinations for lesbian and gay couples who 
want to wed. It’s home to the largest queer population in the country and offers numerous gay-
owned businesses from boutiques to restaurants. The most culturally diverse city in the world 
(according to the United Nations), Toronto has thousands of restaurants, 125 museums, six opera 
companies, four professional sports teams, and the third largest theater district in the English-
speaking world.  
 
Perhaps most importantly, Toronto is arguably the most gay-friendly city in the world and a place 
where same-sex marriages are not just tolerated, they are celebrated,” says Phil Connell, the 
founder of Toronto-based Hudson Nuptials, a wedding planning firm dedicated to helping 
American gay and lesbian couples make the cross-border trek to marry in Canada. “The numbers 
say it all: since June 2003 when marriage licenses became available to same-sex couples in the 
city, there have been over 3,000 licenses issued—close to 40 percent of those to Americans.” 
 
“I want buses of gay men coming up here!” exclaims Michael Ostroff, the business development 
manager at the Toronto Sheraton. He may just get his wish. Ostroff, the self-described 
“straightest guy in the world,” says that he opened up to the great diversity the LGBT community 
after moving to Toronto and is thrilled that the Sheraton shares his belief that helping same-sex 
couples marry is simply the right thing to do. He lucked out to be managing the weddings of gay 
couples for the Sheraton—the ideal location to plan a city hall wedding in Toronto, as it’s directly 
across the street.  
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